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BRITISH EMBASSY, 

CAIRO. 

April 3, 1964. 
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The Concluding meeting of the Forty-First Session of the 
Arab League Council was held in Cairo at Ambassadorial level 
from March 21 to 31 under the chairmanship of the' Saudi Arabian 
representative. i5 4V\./(?XXy^y 

2. Only the Council*s burst of indignation over the R.A.F. 
attack on Harib (Cairo telegram Nor; 241 of March 31 - not to 
all) saved the meeting from being entirely overshadowed by 
the intense activity of the last week or so on the U.A.R. 
internal scene. • Further, -as a sequel to its resolutions on 
the Harib incident, the Coundil voted to keep the Session open 
to deal with any eventualities which might arise in this connexion. 


entirely anodyne, 
the Persian Gulf, 


3. Apart from this, the Council seemed mainly to be reviewing; 
other reviews of inter-Arab activities since the Summit meeting. 
The resolutions as reported in the Cairo press, appear to be 

One concerned the despatch of a mission to 
to be led by the Secretary-General, as reported 
in Cairo telegram No.'^239 of March 30 (also not to all). We 
hope to gain some information within the next few days as to 
when this mission is likely to set out. Another resolution 
ratified the recommendations of the Seventh Conference of Heads 
of Palestine Offices, which, according to the press, seems to 
have been aimed principally at the United States Government for 
their alleged partiality to Israel. On United Nations affairs, 
the League supported the following nominations: 


The Sudanese 
chairmanship 
Session; 


candidate, Omar Adeel, for the 
of the Nineteenth General. Assembly 


t 

• i • 


Dr. Abdullah el Erian of the U.A;R. , as chairman 
of the Sixth Committee at the present Session; 


The U.A.R. for 


HIMII 


Committee 


Algeria f or :the deputy chairmanship of the World 
Health Organisation at its next session. . ~ , 

The Council also endorsed a U.A.R. Note concerning increased 
representation for the Arab countries in the U.N. Agencies. 

A. 


•• • ■.» 


A.C. 


Goodison, Esq., 
Eastern Department, 

Foreign Office, 

London, S.V/ 
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4. Resolutions of less importance called for increased Arab 
representation at the Vatican in order to contest the exonera¬ 
tion of the Jews from responsibility for the Crucifixion; it 
was also agreed that a regional centre for housing, building 

and planning should be set up in Cairo to serve the Arab countries. 

5. On the other hand, the Council deferred until a special 
meeting to be held on May 18 consideration of the League's 
commitments resulting from the Arab Information Ministers' 
Conference in Cairo and the Education Ministers' Conference 
in Baghdad* and, more important, the re-distribution of shares 
of member states in the Arab League's budget, which has this 
year been fixed at £E1.320 million. On this question, the 
Cairo press has reported that the League's Financial Committee 
had submitted a draft to determine Algeria's share in the budget, 
whereby the revised contributions would be as set out in the 
enclosed schedule. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Libya had apparently 
not approved this re-distribution - hence presumably the delay in 
its promulgation by the Council. The Financial Committee also 
approved the payment of overdue arrears in instalments (contrary 
to what we were told earlier, the Iraqis still seem to be behind¬ 
hand with their payments to the League) and recommended that 
member states should take steps to pay up their contributions 
within seven years at the most, provided that each state would 
contribute an annual instalment of 25jt of its actual share in 

the League's budget. The Committee also approved the budget 
of the all-Palestine Government at an estimated £E4,864. 

6. Certain other matters discussed by the Political Committee 
do not seem to have been taken or endorsed by the Council. One 
of these wa3 the request of the Imam of Oman to be enabled to 
appoint a permanent Omani delegate to the Arab League. Another 
was a U.A.R. memorandum contesting Israel's right to inherit 
unclaimed deposits in Swiss banks. And ironically enough, the 
Council seems to have come to no decision on a report by the 
Secretariat-General, conveying a warning that Israel was 
determined to complete her plan for the diversion of the Jordan 
waters by the middle of this year, and that the State Department 
was seeking to re-activate the Johnson Plan in order to avoid 
the crisis which might follow Israel's unilateral exploitation 
of the river. 

7. On the military side of Arab League and Summit affairs, 
meetings connected with the formation of the Joint Arab Command 
took place in conditions of secrecy at Heliopolis in the middle 
of March. It is believed here that these meetings, under the 
direction of General Ali Ali Amer, began about March 14; there 
was certainly a blaze of unfamiliar Arab uniforms at the Secretary 
General's party for the Nineteenth Anniversary of the League on 
March 22. We know that representatives from Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and Libya attended and that the meetings were 
concerned with preliminary discussion of the organisation and 
administration of the proposed Arab force. As far as we know, 
nothing tangible has emerged from these meetings as yet, except 
the promotion of Ali Ali Amer to full General and his replacement 
as Chief of Staff of the U.A.R. Armed Forces. Ostensibly, the 
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purpose of this decision was to free him for the task of 

forming the Joint Command. But the view is prevalent among 

military observers here that the powers-that-be in the U.A.R 

took this as a convenient opportunity for kicking Ali All Ami 

upstairs (one wag suggested that he should now be known as A! 
Ali Ali Amsr). 

8. I am sending copies of this letter to the Chanceries at 
Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Tel Aviv, Kuwait, Jedda, 
Khartoum, Algiers, Tunis, Rabat, Tripoli, Benghazi and 
Washington, > and to the Political Residency at Bahrain, 
P.O.M.E.C. (Aden) and to the Secretary of J.I.G., Cyprus. 




(C.T. Brant) 
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PROPOSED RE-ASSESSMENT OP 



THE .ARAB LEAGUE BUDGET, PREPARED 



? 


Jordan's contribution 
to be reduced from 

Tunisia's contribution 

to be reduced from 

Iraq's contribution 
to be reduced from 

The U.A.R.'s 
contribution to be 
reduced from 

Syria's contribution 
to be reduced from 

Yemen's contribution 
to be reduced fro; 

Lebanon's contribution 
to be reduced from 

Morocco's contribution 
to be reduced from 

Algeria's contribution 
to be assessed at 

Sudan's contribution 
to bo increased from 

Saudi Arabia's 
contribution to be 
increased from 

Kuwait's contribution 
to be increased from 

Libya's contribution 
to be increased from 


1.9# to 1 . 5 # 


4.88# to 4# 


10.94# to 10.5# 


25.73# to 19.5# 


8.6# to 5# 


1.93# to 1# 


3.85# to 3# 


13.68# to 10.5# 



7# 


4.11# to 4.5# 


9.97# to 16# 


13# 


to 14.5# 


1.29# to 3# 


2. The Budget of the League is reported to have been distributed 
ong the following currencies: 


£.E 

£ 

% 


D. 




512,161 

388,990 

1,304,105 

441,650 Swiss francs 
425,750. 
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